Landsford Canal State Park
Field Trip

Lesson Title: Canals- Internal Improvement Projects of early 1800’s
Pacing Suggestions: Three Days

Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions:
Identify groups and individuals involved in the canal movement and construction.
How did Poinsett, Blanding, Mills, Davie, Leckie, and Irish laborers
contribute to the canal movement and/or Landsford Canal?

Analyze the reasons for the construction of canals in the early 1800’s.

What were the problems with other modes of transportation that spurred

interest in canal constructions?

How were canals expected to improve the economy of our state?

What developments brought about the sudden abandonment of the canal systems?

Standards Correlation:
8.3.5 Describe the revolutions in energy, manufacturing, and transportation and
their spatial distributions.
8.3.6 Compare and contrast the Northern industrial system with the Southern
agrarian society.

Materials:
Park Information:
Landsford Canal State Park
Route #1, Box 423
Catawba, SC 29704
(803)789-5800
Park Hours: Thursday-Monday, 9-6
Office Hours: Daily, 11:00-noon
Teacher’s Guide to the Canal Trail
(historical information, canal site information, scavenger hunt)
Landsford Canal Field Trip Chart :
Reflection Essay Guide
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Procedures:

1. Explain the origin of the name- Land’s Ford.
Explain the use of the ford by Europeans and Catawbas.
Explain the use of the ford by soldiers during Revolutionary and Civil Wars.
Explain the increased interest in internal improvements, i.e. canals, during the early
1800’s.

2. Identify Landsford namesake, Thomas Land; architect, Robert Mills; engineer, Robert
Leckie; mill-owner, William Richardson Davie.

3. Divide class into eight groups. Students visit eight stations in the room, each devoted
to one site on the Canal Trail. Students have four minutes to study each station and
complete the Canal Chart.

4. Visit Landsford Canal. Students complete Scavenger Hunt.

Assessments:

1. Student completion of the Canal Chart prior to a field trip.
2. Student completion of Scavenger Hunt during site visit.

3. Student reflection essay.

Extension Activites:
1. Study primary documents from the 1970’s- Landsford Canal Map (topographic) and
Canal Index document from American Canal Society.

2. Research and report on Robert Mills or William Richardson Davie.

3. Discuss the Catawbas and Catawba Pottery.
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Reflection Essay Assignment:
Choose a historical figure involved with Landsford Canal from the list below. Consider
his/her/its contribution to the canal. Write a one-page journal entry from the point-of-
view of the figure you have chosen. Describe the events of one day for that individual.

Would the individual be proud, tired, frustrated, sad, etc? Describe the events of one day
and their effects on the contributor.

Robert Mills
Robert Leckie
William Richardson Davie
Irish workers

Mule or donkey pulling boats
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Interpretive Sign Fast Facts
#1 Diversion Dam 15

2.
#2 Guard Lock i

2
#3 Footbridge (8

2.
#4 Culvert I

2

#5 The Construction of Landsford
Canal

#6 Mill Complex

#7 Lifting Locks







